
“Soil Types”
Mark 4:1-25

Satan fights against the work of God’s Word (15)
When it comes to the work of God’s Word in this world, it’s important to remember that there is a 

spiritual battle going on against the work of God’s Word in this world. The battle began in the garden of Eden 
when Satan came to Eve and began to steal Eve’s confidence in the Word of God. Since that first attack 
against God’s Word, Satan has continued to fight against the work of God’s Word in the hearts of people in the 
world. Satan’s line is still the same, calling into question the motive and the message of God’s Word. Satan’s 
strategy is still the same, calling into doubt the truth and dependability of God’s Word. Satan’s objective hasn’t 
changed, which is to steal away God’s Word from the hearts of those who hear it. The path is easy picking for 
Satan. Hearts are hardened, and the Word of God only touches the surface where it’s easy for the enemy to 
simply snatch it away.
1. Do you know anyone whose heart is hardened, and God’s Word doesn’t seem to penetrate their hearts? 

What does this verse tell you about the reality of why God’s Word doesn’t seem to penetrate their lives?
2. What does this verse tell you about how you need to pray for them?
3. Take time to share a little about the persons that’s on your heart, and pray for them by name in your group.

Social pressures and fears fight against the work of God’s Word (16-17)
While it’s easy for Satan to just snatch away the Word of God from the hearts of some people, he often 

uses the help of others to fight against God’s Word in the lives of people. Social pressures and fears are a 
common way that the enemy fights against the work of God’s Word. Jesus said that the rocky soil includes 
people who at first gladly receive God’s Word into their lives. They’re happy to hear what God’s Word has to 
say, but perhaps hearing God’s Word is where God’s Word stops in their lives. They hear it with joy, but God’s 
Word doesn’t penetrate their hearts and work into their lives in a way that truly changes who they are. As a 
result, when social pressures come and when fears arise because of trouble and persecution on account of 
God’s Word, they quickly abandon God’s Word in their lives. Since God’s Word hasn’t deeply changed who 
they are, it’s easy for them to let go of God’s Word when it appears to be causing problems in their lives.
1. Have you ever experienced difficulty or even persecution of some kind because of God’s Word? How?
2. Have you ever abandoned or disobeyed God’s Word because obedience to His Word would have caused 

more problems in your life? If so, share your experience.
3. What are some circumstances in life when this fight against God’s Word is most likely to occur? Do you 

know anyone in a circumstances like this in their lives? How can you encourage them in their faith? Do it!

Personal desires and comforts fight against the work of God’s Word (18-19)
In some contexts — like the Bible belt in the United States — social pressures and fears that fight 

against God’s Word aren’t always the biggest threat to God’s Word. Often, the biggest threat to God’s Word is 
the temptation that comes through the personal desires and comforts this world has to offer. These are the 
thorns that can choke down the Word of God in life. The world is full of cares, worries, and wants that can lead 
people away from faith and reliance on God in their lives. The world is full of the lie that money brings 
happiness and that enough money will bring real satisfaction and fulfillment in life. The world fights against the 
truth that Jesus is enough, and the world fights hard to put many other things before Jesus in the hearts of 
those who hear God’s Word. In all of these ways, personal desires and comforts fight against the work of God’s 
Word in the world.



1. What are some of the “cares of the world” that fight against God’s Word in your life? What is the key to 
overcoming these cares?

2. How are riches in this world deceitful? Have you ever been deceived by riches? If so, how? What is the 
key to overcoming the deceitfulness of riches in the world?

3. What are some of the other things that people desire in life that fight against God’s Word? What is the key 
to overcoming the desire for these “other things” in life?

God wins the fight against His Word in lives that accept and obey His Word (20)
What a wonderful verse! Jesus told His disciples that there is tremendous victory in the fight for God’s 

Word for those who hear the Word of God, accept the Word of God, and then bear fruit in their lives. In fact, the 
victory is not just one-to-one, but God’s victory in the lives of His people is thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a 
hundredfold. The picture is clear: God wins the fight against His Word in amazing ways that demonstrate His 
victory in the fight against His Word. Additionally, the key to really hearing and receiving God’s Word is going 
on to produce fruit for the glory of God in the world. This is good and encouraging news! This happens when 
God’s Word gets below the surface in our lives and changes who we are for Christ.
1. Jesus said that the good soil accepts or takes in the Word of God. What does it mean to accept the Word 

of God? What’s God’s responsibility and your responsibility in accepting His Word?
2. Jesus also said that the good soil bears fruit. In other words, the Word of God isn’t just received, but it 

grows and produces fruit in the life of the one who receives His Word. In what ways do you see God’s fruit 
being produced in your life? Allow members of the group to encourage one another by sharing how they 
see God’s fruit being produced in the lives of each other.

3. What does Jesus mean when He says that fruit is produced “thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold?” Pray 
for an abundance of fruit bearing for the glory of God in your group and in our church.

Obedience to God’s Word demands generously sharing His Word (21-25)
Jesus moves on to two parables that are connected to the parable He just shared. He’s providing a 

picture of what fruit bearing through the Word of God looks like. If you’re not only to accept God’s Word but 
also to bear fruit through God’s Word in your lives, then it’s critical to understand two things: (1) God’s Word 
and its work in our lives is meant to be shared, which is clearly seen in the first parable of the lamp, and (2) 
God’s Word and its work in our lives operates on God’s principle of multiplying generosity, which means that 
the more generous you are in sharing and living for the Gospel the more generous God is with giving you 
more, spiritually, to share. In these parables, Jesus teaches that fruit bearing comes through obedience to 
God’s Word, which demands that you and I generously share His Word in and through our lives in the world.
1. Read the parable of the lamp again. Are you hiding the Word and the work of God in your life, or are you 

putting it on display for others to see for His glory through your life? If not, why not?
2. How can you put on display God’s Word and work in your life without being prideful or boastful?
3. Read verses 23-25 again. What are you doing with what God’s given you? How are you going to be 

generous and share what you’ve received this Sunday in your small group?
4. What’s the benefit of generously sharing God’s Word? What’s the danger of not sharing His Word and its 

work in your life?


